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PART 4:  “PRIORITIZING RIGHT CONNECTIONS”
LUKE 8: 1A, 4-15 

 Some seeds fell on rocky ground 
 Some seeds fell among thorns 
 Some seeds fell on good soil 

The rocky ground stands for people who lack strong roots… these are emotion-based people who go
wherever the wind blows them

The thorns stand for people who lack consistent maturity over time (for men, these might be other
men with the Peter Pan syndrome)

The good soil stands for noble men and noble women who are marked by perseverance… who
consistently know how to stand the test of time

Luke chapter 8: 1a, 4-15 (NIV) 

8 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom of God. 

4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told
this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the
path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the
plants withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it
and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred
times more than was sown.”

When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the
kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that,
“‘though seeing, they may not see;
    though hearing, they may not understand.’[a]

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path are the ones
who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not
believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when
they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14
The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked
by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for
those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

I want you to notice with me 3 Places Where Seeds Fell: 

1.
2.
3.

As Christ followers, we have to prioritize building, developing and maintaining RIGHT connections. 

We are the sum of the people we surround ourselves with.
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POINT #1: WE ALL DESIRE CONNECTION 

POINT #2: WE MUST BE INTENTIONAL IN HOW WE PRIORITIZE BUILDING AND MAINTAINING RIGHT
CONNECTIONS

Philippians 4:8

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think
about such things.

Finally, brothers and sisters, whoever is true, whoever is noble, whoever is right, whoever is pure,
whoever is lovely, whoever is admirable—if anyone is excellent or praiseworthy—connect with such
people at all costs.

First Metric… In prioritizing building, developing and maintaining right connections, we must seek
out people who value TRUTH 

As Christ-followers, you have your version of what TRUTH is. Be intentional in seeking out people who
share your same view of the world and share your version of what is TRUE. 

Second Metric… In prioritizing building, developing and maintaining right connections, we must
seek out people who value NOBILITY

NOBLE: Having or showing fine personal qualities or high moral principles and ideals.

Great minds discuss ideas; average minds discuss events; small minds discuss people ~ Eleanor
Roosevelt 

Our Third and Final Metric… In prioritizing building, developing and maintaining right connections,
we must seek out people who value EXCELLENCE 

Excellence is an art won by training and habituation. We do not act rightly because we have virtue or
excellence, but we rather have virtue or excellence because we have acted rightly. We are what we
repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit. ~ Aristotle

Excellence is the continuous chasing of hard things. 

Excellence in ALL things… ALL things to the Glory of God ~ Pastor Jack Graham 

Next Steps: Visit a Life Group Table and Sign-up Today 
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